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Ref. No. 07/058/2025
February 12, 2025

Ms. Rujikorn Saengchantr,

Diractor-General,

Department of international Economic Affairs,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand

Subject: Announcement of the 9™ Call for the Mekong—~ROK Cooperation Fund (MKCF)
Project Expression of Interast (EOI)

Dear Ms. Rujikorn Saengchantr,

| am pleased to inform the announcement of the 9" call for the Mekong—ROK Cooperation
Fund (MKCF) project proposals focusing on seven priority areas: (1) Culture and Tourism, (2)
Human Resources Development, (3) Agriculture and Rural Development, (4) Infrastructure,
{(6) Information and Communication Technology (ICT), (8) Environment, and (7) Non-
traditional Security Challenges of the Mekong ROK Action Plan 2021-2025. May | kindly
request you to disseminate to the Line Ministries representing the 7 (seven) sectors under
MKCF and relevant organization namely Universities, Rescarch organization, Think Tank and
NGOs representing the aforementioned sectors.

The deadline for submitting an expression of interest (EOI) from interested proponent
organizations to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) focal point is March 31, 2025, and
we expect MOFA to submit the EOls to Mekong Institute (Ml) by April 10, 2025. As infarmed
by RoK MoFA, there will be no extension of the submission deadline.

For your reference, we are attaching, herewith: (1) Announcement for expression of interest
(EOI) submission, (2) EO! template, (3) MKCF Management Manual, and (4) Announcement
Snapshot. it would be highly appreciated if MOFA could circulate the announcement among
the concerned agencies at the earliest possible date.

Should you require any further clarification, please kindly contact Mr. Madhurjya K. Dutta,
Director of MKCF at dutta@mekonginstitute.org.

Thank you for your continued support and cooperation.

Sincerely yours,

VALY e
Sds TN SN
Mr. Suriyan Vichitlekarn
Executive Director
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INTRODUCTION

The Mekong-Republic of Korea (ROK) partnership was launched in 2011,
leading to the establishment of the Mekong-ROK Cooperation Fund
(MKCF) in 2013. The MKCF supports cooperative projects led by the

Mekong countries and the ROK under the Mekong-ROK cooperation
framework.

The Fund promotes collaboration in seven pricrity sectors, as outlined in
the Mekong-Han River Declaration for Establishing a Partnership for
People, Prosperity, and Peace, adopted during the 1st Mekong~-ROK
Summit in 2019.

The fund provides grants for projects with a regional focus—benefiting
multiple Mekong countries (Cambodia, Lao PD, Myanmar, Viet Nam, and
Thailand)—while aligning with national pricrities to foster regional
integration. Projects may be implemented in 5 single country, but their
outcomes should benefit the broader Mekong region as well as the ROK.

FUNDING CRITERIA

The MKCF supports catalytic and innovative projects along the objectives
of the Plan of Action (POA) 2021-2025 on the ekong-Republic of Korea
Cooperation for the implementation of Mekong-i4an River Declaration.

Therefore, MKCF supports catalytic and innovative projects in the
following seven priority sectors as follows:

« Preservation and restoration of cultural heritage sites.

« Expansion of youth education in culture, arts, sports, and
creative industries.

« Development of cultural tourism, including creative
industries such as art, music, cultural exchanges, and
entrepreneurship.

« Promotion of cultural and creative industries.

» Strengthening networks, <nowledge-sharing, and
exchanges among cultural professionals in the Mekong
region and the ROK.

« Smart tourism initiatives leveraging digital tools for
sustainable and innovative tourism development.

9th MKCF Call | 2




* Enhancing education and skill development for the digital age. |
+ Strengthening Technical and Vocational Education and
Training (TVET) and Career and Technical Education (CTE)
through regional cooperation.
« Building capacity for MSMEs and entrepreneurs to improve
job opportunities and business success.
« Promoting green TVET initiatives, including upskilling and
reskilling for emerging industries.

« Developing regional agricultural value chains and
strengthening supply chains.

« Improving agricultural productivity and market access in the
Mekong region.

« Advancing digital rural transformation to support agricultural
development.

+ Promoting food security and food safety.

« Capacity building in regional infrastructure project
management (e.g., roads, power, communications).

» Development of critical rural infrastructure to support
agricultural growth.

« ICT applications for regional disaster risk management and
climate adaptation (e.qg., early warning systems).

» ICT solutions for agricultural production and market
information systems.

» MSME digitization, fintech, and e~commerce development.

» Enhancing ICT infrastructure and broadband connectivity in
rural and remote areas.

» Promoting digital transformation, including loT, Al, big data,
and blockchain applications.

» Promotion of electric vehicles (EVs) and green transportation
®  solutions.
+ Sustainable natural resource management and climate
resilience initiatives.
« Advancing ESG (Environmental, Social, and Governance)
; practices in production sectors.

9th MKCF Call{ 3




« Facilitating safe labor migratioi within the Mekong region.

+ Enhancing disaster manage nent strategies for natural
hazards.

+ Addressing transnational crme, including iflegal drug
trafficking and human traffickin g.

+ Strengthening cybersecurity and ensuring a secure
cyberspace.

« Promoting cross-border coiiaboration to combat illicit
trafficking and other security ti reats.

ELIGIBILITY REQUIRE VIENTS

Entities eligible to apply for the MKCF include:
« Government agencies and autonomous org:nizations from Cambodia, Lao
PDR, Myanmar, Vietnam, and Thailand (CLM /T), as well as the ROK.
« Non-governmental organizations (NGOs), academic institutions, and
training institutes from CLMVT and the ROK.
« International organizations, including UN agencies and international NGOs
with offices in the Mekong countries and the ROK.
- Organizations with at least five years of experience in implementing
development projects.
Note: The MKCF does not provide funding or assistance to individuals.

BUDGET AND PROJE ©T DURATION

« The MKCF provides grants ranging from $300,000 to $1,000,000 per
project. '

« The Fund encourages triangular (three-way) or quadripartite (four-way)
collaborations with other donors, such as the Mekong River Commission
(MRC), Japan, the United States, Australia, New Zealand, Germany, and
Canada. Additional funding sources should be leveraged when necessary.

- Grants are available for joint activities with regional or international
entities, formalized through cooperation agreements.

- Ineligible activities: Construction of buildings, rent payments, and utilities.

- Project duration is 2-3 years.

9th MKCF Call | 4




EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)
SUBMISSION

* Applicants must submit an Expression of Interest (EQI) when applying for
the MKCF. The proponent should submit the EOI in a Word file and the
budget in an Excel file only.

+ The EOI must include all required components and follow the prescribed
format.

« Submission deadlines:

« For government agencies, NGOs, and academic institutions from
CLMVT: Submit EOls to the respective Ministry of Foreign Affairs
(MOFA) by March 31, 2025,

« For international organizations (including UN agencies and
international NGOs): Submit EOIs to the ROK MOFA by March 31,
2024.

« Only shortlisted applicants will be contactec for the next phase of the
application process.

Focal point in the MOFA

« Cambodia - Viet Nam
Ms. Angkearbos Hong . Mr. Phan Hoang Dung
hongangkearbos@gmail.com mekong.mofa@gmail.com

« Lao PDR « Thailand
Ms. Noy Amphone _ Mr. Phonlakrivt Warawat
mekong.dialoguepartners@gmail.com phonlakrit. w@mfa.go.

« Myanmar * ROK
Mrs. Chaw Su Mya Mr. Kim Dong Hoo
srcd.myanmar@gmail.com rokmekong2014@mofa.go.kr

For further enquiries, please contact:
« Madhurjya Kumar Dutta (Mr.)
Director
Mekong - ROK Cooperation Fund (MKCF)
Mekong institute for Development and Cooperation
(GMS Intergovernmental Organization)
123 Mittraphap Road, Khon Kaen, 40002, Thailand
Tel: +66 (0) 4320 2411-2 Ext. 2101
Email: dutta@mekonginstitute.org
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